
                       Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 7 December, 2021

Held at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present – Andrew Shone – Chair, Cllrs Mark Goddard, Ruth Appleby, Joanne Nichols & Gemma Cook
In Attendance—Martin Chilvers – and 20 parishioners

1. Apologies for absence – There were apologies from Cllr Peto.
2. Declarations of interest – Cllr Cook declared items 8a & 8d. 
3. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting – The minutes of the meeting, having been circulated, were 

accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair.
4. Public Question Time – a) Cllr Riddle was unable to attend.
5. Gill Cowell (iNorthumberland) – Superfast broadband in Otterburn. The Clerk advised that due to 

the poor weather Gill had unfortunately been able to attend the meeting. 

The Chair invited questions from the attending public. Questions regarding the state of the footpath on the 
opposite side of the burn that runs alongside the Le Petit Château was highlighted. The Clerk advised that 
the matter had been address with both Northumberland National Park and Revitalising Redesdale and it 
was hoped repairs would be made within the next few months.  It was also highlighted that the flooding at 
the bottom of Bankfoot was occurring again despite recent work by Northumbria Water Ltd. The Clerk 
agreed to communicate with the parishioner direct to understand what action she had taken to date.
6. Matters arising
a) item 6a: Ray Windfarm update  :    The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. Anyone seeking more 
information about grants should contact Jo Willis at either admin@raywindfund.co.uk or on 07762 179579.
The Clerk advised that the Small Grants Programme applications recently submitted to Community 
Foundation would be reviewed on 14 December.
b) item 6b: Road safety in the Parish  :   The Clerk provided an update following receipt of an email from Neil 
Snowdon (NCC). The work for the relocation of the 30mph signs would be costly and have to be 
considered in the next financial year. NCC would be willing to add road markings to highlight parking bays 
in the lay-by near Bankfoot but these would be at 90 degrees to the road. NCC confirm they would 
certainly look to improve the safety of the road and pavement opposite the junction to B6320. Bollards 
could not be installed on the pavement alongside the Castle Hotel as it was too narrow. Road surface 
markings would be put in place at the bus stop along the main road. The Clerk advised that no timescale 
for this work had as yet been provided but Mr Snowdon advised a Designer would visit soon to progress 
the next stage.  
The Clerk also advised that it seemed the speed indicator device at the Rochester end of the village was 
now working and he would look to download data soon.
Meantime the Clerk advised he was still waiting from Superintendent Huddleston on the Community 
Speed Watch scheme and the Clerk provided details for any potential volunteers to follow.
c) item 6c: Revitalising Redesdale update: The Clerk reported that the next Steering Group meeting was 
on 15 December and he would provide an update after that date. 
d) item 6d:   Solar light near Redewater View houses  :   The Clerk advised that he had received a response 
from Richard McKenzie (NCC) on this matter and that he was chasing for an update on progress.   
e) item 6g: Local Otterburn directory map: The Clerk advised he was seeking an update on the options, 
ideas and likely costs from the local artist he had met. 
f) item 9b: Christmas tree in the Millennium Green: Thanks were expressed to the volunteers who helped 
erect the Christmas tree as well as the Coach House for providing refreshments and Alison Snaith for 
providing the power for the lights. It was agreed it was hard work and that consideration would be given for
a rooted tree to be planted for future use.

7. Finance
a) Finance update and setting 2022-23 precept: The Clerk provided details of the current bank balance of 
£14,524.31 and possible forecast of spend for the rest of the current financial year. Following discussion it 
was agreed to keep the precept at the present figure of £6,582.
b) C  lerk’s salary and expenses for November, 2021  : The Clerk’s claim for salary £298.20 and expenses 
(£4.00) was agreed.
c) Payment of invoice to Spanglefish (website subscription): The payment of £24.95 + VAT was agreed.
d) Payment of invoice to Communicorp for annual Clerks & Councils Direct: The payment of £12.00 was 
agreed for the annual subscription.
2021-22 120721 DecMins

mailto:admin@raywindfund.co.uk


e) Donation request from Tynedale Hospice: The Councillors agreed a donation of £100.00.  
The Clerk advised he had received an invoice from Otterburn Memorial Hall for £30.00 for room hire in 
September, October and November. The Councillors agreed for this to be paid.

7. Planning
a) 21NP0089: Extension to existing decking area: Lodge 17, Otterburn Hall Estate, NE191HE: Following 
discussion and review of the details the Councillors were in agreement to support this application.
b) 21/04559/ADE: Advertisement consent for installation of 2no 3 sided free-standing monoliths secured 
into concrete foundation with 3no graphics secured to 3 sides of monolith, Otterburn Mill, Otterburn, 
NE191JT: Following review the Councillors were in agreement to support the application.
c) Ascendant at Cold Law – update: Reference was made to the recent planning appeal that had agreed to
the application. The Clerk additionally referred to the emails he had shared from ‘Keep Wannies Wild’ 
group.
d)   21NP0071: Retrospective extension to existing decking to create seating and outdoor cinema room:   
Barn Owl Lodge, Plot 19, Otterburn Hall Estate, NE191HE: Additional information: The Councillors 
reviewed the additional information received and discussed the proposal. Whilst it was acknowledged the 
work recorded the Councillors still had concern over the noise pollution the proposal presents and that the 
proposal was not in-keeping with the area. The Councillors agreed to keep to the original decision to 
object the application.
8. New Business
a) Signage and lighting for the defibrillator at the Memorial Hall: Cllr Appleby agreed to investigate 
appropriate signage. It was also agreed to add signage in other parts of the village to notify people where 
the defibrillator was located including the unit at the RTC. Cllr Goddard agreed to fix the signage when it 
had been purchased.
b) Storm Arwen: The Clerk advised that he had heard from Cllr Riddle who reported that there was due to 
be a ‘scrutiny’ meeting early in New Year between NCC and Northern Powergrid. One aspect to be 
covered would be possible assistance for local communities including Village Halls. It was agreed that any 
decisions at a local Parish level should be delayed until the outcome of the meeting.
c) Percy Cross – fallen tree and damaged stone wall: The Clerk advised he had spoken to Jim Brydon 
(land owner at Percy’s Cross) and Karen Collins – Revitalising Redesdale, regarding the storm damage at 
Percy’s Cross. Revitalising Redesdale had kindly agreed to pay for the repair work.
d) Damaged gate post at Play Area: The Councillors agreed to the estimate provided and confirmed they 
would prefer the larger post as recommended. 
9. Any other business / Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
a) The Chair raised a couple of matters from Cllr Peto. Firstly it was suggested the noticeboard on the 
Memorial Hall required a new coat of varnish. It was agreed the Clerk would investigate and obtain a quote
if necessary.
b) Additionally Cllr Peto asked if there were any plans for a social event in the Millennium Green on 
Christmas Eve when Santa came through the village. Following discussion it appeared there was 
insufficient capacity among the Councillors to arrange anything however if volunteers could be found it 
may be possible to do something.
10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council to be held at 7.30pm 
on Tuesday 1 February, 2022. This is due to be held at Otterburn Memorial Hall.

Mrs Beattie and Mrs Watson expressed concern that a number of gardens along the main road in 
Otterburn had let plants grow over their boundaries and this was impeding pedestrians attempting to use 
the pavements. 

Meeting closed at 8.40pm.
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